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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION-FINAL REJECTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 3-5, 12, and 15-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Referring to claims 3 and 15, the prior art does not teach a first rib and second rib 
wherein the first rib comprises a first length and a second rib comprises a second length, said 
first length being greater than said second length. Claims 4,5, and 12 depend from claim 3 and 
claim 16 depends from claim 15. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,2,6-11,13, 14and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Perets (5623875) in view of Shih (6302022) and in view of Shu (5653168). 

Referring to claim 1, Perets teaches a hand stamp comprising: a case (12) including first 
rib (28) longitudinally arranged thereon, said first rib being integral with said case and flaring 
outwardly therefrom such that said first rib has a relatively small width at a location adjacent to 
said case and a relatively large width at a location remote from said case (See Figure 1; (28) 
extends outward from the frame arm (24) with a small width at the top and large width at the 
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bottom); a frame (14), said case including a first groove (56), said first rib and said first groove 
being sized and shaped to facilitate relative longitudinal movement and secure mounting of said 
case on said frame (See Figure 3); a platen (16a) arranged for movement with said case (12) 
along said frame (14); and a marking structure (16b) arranged on said platen (16a) and being 
movable therewith between rest position and printing position.(See Column 3, lines 6-14). 

Perets does not teach a frame including first and second ribs and a case including first and 
second grooves. Shih teaches a hand stamp comprising: a (50) frame including opposing sides, a 
bottom end adapted be placed adjacent to surface to be imprinted and a top end remote from said 
bottom end, and length defined by the distance between said top and bottom ends, a pair of first 
ribs (58 on left and right side), one of said first ribs arranged on one of said opposing sides and 
the other of said first ribs (58 on right side) arranged on the other of said opposing sides, each of 
said pair of opposing ribs flaring outwardly from said frame (See Figure 2); a case (30) slidably 
mounted on said frame, said case including a pair of first grooves (32 on left side), said pair of 
first ribs being arranged within respective ones of said pair of first grooves, said pair of first ribs 
and said pair of first grooves being sized and shaped to facilitate slidable longitudinal movement 
and secure mounting of said case on said frame(See Column 3, lines 39-42). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
connection of the frame and case as the connection in Shih to provide an equivalent way to 
connect the frame and case such that the ribs are on the frame and the grooves are on the case as 
taught by Shih. 

Perets and Shih do not teach that the groove is oppositely flared with respect to said first 
rib to conform with the flared configuration thereof. Shu teaches groove (Dl 1) is oppositely 
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flared with respect to a first rib (D21) to conform with the flared configuration thereof (See 
Column 6, lines 7-14). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the connection of the frame and case as the connection in 
Shu to provide make a better connection between the rib and groove and facilitate movement as 
taught by Shu. 

Referring to claim 2, Perets teaches a case (12) further comprising second rib (28 on right 
side) longitudinally arranged thereon, said second rib being integral with said frame and flaring 
outwardly therefrom (See Figure 1), said frame (14) further comprising second groove (56 on 
right side) said second rib being arranged within said second groove, said second rib and said 
second groove being sized and shaped to facilitate slidable longitudinal movement and secure 
mounting of said case on said frame. 

Perets does not teach a frame including first and second ribs and a case including first and 
second grooves. Shih teaches the hand stamp, wherein said frame (50) further comprises second 
rib (58 on right side) longitudinally arranged thereon, said second rib being integral with said 
frame and flaring outwardly therefrom (See Figure 2), said case (30) further comprising second 
groove (32 on right side) said second rib being arranged within said second groove, said second 
rib and said second groove being sized and shaped to facilitate slidable longitudinal movement 
and secure mounting of said case on said frame. (See Column 3, lines 39-42). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
connection of the frame and case as the connection in Shih to provide an equivalent way to 
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connect the frame and case such that the ribs are on the frame and the grooves are on the case as 
taught by Shih. 

Referring to claim 6, Perets teaches the hand stamp wherein said first rib (28) is molded 
to a case (12). Shih teaches the rib located on the frame (Figure 2). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
connection of Perets such that the frame contains the rib to provide an alternative connection of 
the frame and case as taught by Shih. 

Referring to claim 7, Perets teaches the hand stamp,, wherein said first rib (28) comprises 
opposing sides (left and right side of (28), at least one of said opposing sides (See right side of 
left (28)) flaring outwardly from said case. Shih teaches the rib located on the frame (Figure 2). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the connection of Perets such that the frame contains the rib to provide an 
alternative connection of the frame and case as taught by Shih. 

Referring to claim 1 1, Shih teaches the hand stamp further comprising a locking 
mechanism (54) operative to selectively lock said case in a desire position relative to said frame. 
(See Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 13, Perets teaches a hand stamp comprising: a case (12) including 
opposing sides, a bottom end adapted be placed adjacent to surface to be imprinted and a top end 
remote from said bottom end, and length defined by the distance between said top and bottom 
ends, a pair of first ribs (28 on left and right side), one of said first ribs arranged on one of said 
opposing sides and the other of said first ribs (28 on right side) arranged on the other of said 
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opposing sides, each of said pair of opposing ribs flaring outwardly from said case (See Figure 1, 
(28 extends outward from the case arm (24)); a frame (14), said case including a pair of first 
grooves (56 on left side), said pair of first ribs being arranged within respective ones of said pair 
of first grooves, said pair of first ribs and said pair of first grooves being sized and shaped to 
facilitate slidable longitudinal movement and secure mounting of said case on said case (See 
Figure 3) ; a platen (16a) arranged for movement with said case along said frame; and a marking 
structure (16b) arranged on said platen (16a) and being movable therewith between a rest 
position and a printing position (See Column 3, lines 6-14). 

Perets does not teach a frame including first and second ribs and a case including first and 
second grooves. Shih teaches a frame (50) including first and second ribs (58) and a case (30) 
including first and second grooves (32). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the connection of the frame and case 
as the connection in Shih to provide an equivalent way to connect the frame and case such that 
the ribs are on the frame and the grooves are on the case as taught by Shih. 

Perets and Shih do not teach that the groove is oppositely flared with respect to said first 
rib to conform with the flared configuration thereof. Shu teaches groove (Dl 1) is oppositely 
flared with respect to a first rib (D21) to conform with the flared configuration thereof (See 
Column 6, lines 7-14). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the connection of the frame and case as the connection in 
Shu to provide make a better connection between the rib and groove and facilitate movement as 
taught by Shu. 
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Referring to claim 9, 18, Perets teaches the hand stamp wherein said marking structure 
comprises rubber marking structure. (See Column 1, lines 5-10). 

Referring to claim 10, 19, Perets teaches the hand stamp, further comprising an ink pad 
18) arranged within said case (12), said marking structure (16b) being movable between said rest 
position where is in contact with said ink pad and said printing position where is remote from 
said ink pad and in contact with a surface to be imprinted. (See Column 3, lines 6-14; See Figure 
3). 

Referring to claims 8 and 17, Perets teaches the hand stamp, wherein said case (12) 
comprises a generally cylindrical configuration. (See Figure 1). 

Referring to claim 14, Perets teaches one set of first and second ribs (28) and one set of 
first and second grooves (56) arranged on opposing sides. Shih does not teach the hand stamp 
wherein said frame comprises opposing sides and two sets first and second ribs, the first set of 
said first and second ribs being arranged on one of said opposing sides, and the second set of said 
first and second ribs being arranged on the other of said opposing sides; and said case also 
comprising opposing sides and two sets first and second grooves wherein said first said of said 
first and second grooves is arranged on one of said opposing sides, and the second set of 
said first and second grooves arranged on the other of said opposing sides, each set of said first 
and second ribs being arranged within corresponding one said sets of said first and second 
grooves. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Perets such that another set of ribs and grooves are duplicated 
since the duplication of parts will provide a better connection between the frame and the case. 
See MPEP 2144.04(b). 
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In re Harza, 274 F.2d 669, 124 USPQ 378 (CCPA 1960) (Claims at issue were 
directed to a water-tight masonry structure wherein a water seal of flexible material fills 
the joints which form between adjacent pours of concrete. The claimed water seal has a 
"web" which lies ** in the joint, and a plurality of "ribs" ** >projecting outwardly from 
each side of the web into one of the adjacent concrete slabs. <The prior art disclosed a 
flexible water stop for preventing passage of water between masses of concrete in the 
shape of a plus sign (+). Although the reference did not disclose a plurality of ribs, the 
court held that mere duplication of parts has no patentable significance unless a new and 
unexpected result is produced.) 

Referring to claim 20, Perets teaches the opposing pairs of first and second ribs (28) 
extend longitudinally along substantially the entire length of the frame (10) on opposing sides 
(See Figure 1). 

4. Claims 21 -24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perets 
(5623875) in view of Shu (5653168). 

Referring to claims 21 and 22, Perets teaches a hand stamp comprising: a frame (14) 
including at least one groove (56) extending longitudinally thereon; a case (12) mounted on the 
frame, said case including at least one rib (28) longitudinally arranged thereon, said first rib 
being integral with said case and flaring outwardly therefrom such that said first rib has a 
relatively small width at a location adjacent to said frame and a relatively large width at a 
location remote from said frame (See Figure 1; (28) extends outward from the arm (24) with a 
small width at the top and large width at the bottom); said first groove being sized and shaped to 
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facilitate relative longitudinal movement and secure mounting of said case on said frame (See 
Figure 3); a platen (16a) arranged for movement with said case (12) along said frame (14); and a 
marking structure (16b) arranged on said platen (16a) and being movable therewith between rest 
position and printing position.(See Column 3, lines 6-14). 

Perets does not teach that the groove is oppositely flared with respect to said first rib to 
conform with the flared configuration thereof. Shu teaches groove (Dl 1) is oppositely flared 
with respect to a first rib (D21) to conform with the flared configuration thereof (See Column 6, 
lines 7-14). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the connection of the frame and case as the connection in Shu to 
provide make a better connection between the rib and groove and facilitate movement as taught 
by Shu. 

Referring to claim 23, Perets teaches a stamp wherein the case (12) further comprises a 
second rib (28 on right) longitudinally arranged thereon, said second rib being integral with said 
case and flaring outwardly therefrom (See Figure 1, 28 extends out from arm (24)), said frame 
(14) further comprising a second groove (56 on right) longitudinally arranged thereon, said 
second rib and second groove being sized and shaped to facilitate slidable longitudinally 
movement and secure mounting of said case on the frame (See Figure 3). 

Referring to claim 24, Perets teaches the stamp wherein said ribs (28) comprise opposing 
sides, at least one of said opposing sides of each of said ribs flaring outwardly from said case 
(See Figure 1 ; (28) extends outward from the arm (24)). 

Response to Arguments 
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5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the, 
examiner should be directed to Andrea H. Evans whose telephone number is (571) 272-2162. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday; 8:30a-5:30p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Andrea H. Evans 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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